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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN HON. HENRY 
LAURENS AND HIS SON, JOHN, 1777-1780. 

[Continued from the April number.] 

[9.] 

York Town 

15 March 1778 
My Dear Son — 

While James Custer is Copying a very short 
Address to Your General, I will employ myself in acknow- 
ledging the receipt of your favours of the 28'" ffebry & 
9" 1 Inst — at another opportunity I may reply specially to 
parts which at present must lie dormant. 

I will certainly this day, make some provision for those 
distressed fellow Citizens of whom you speak & address 
M r Franklin through your means — there are obvious ob- 
jections against a proposal by me for more general contribu- 
tion. I have once or twice hinted such a thing, & made 
very little impression; tis my Duty Charitably to conclude 
that every Man does in private as he pleases & that every 
one does somewhat toward the relief of sufferers in our great 
Cause — nevertheless my inly sentiments in this peculiar 
case are, that our Light should shine before Men — were we 
possessed of the Spirit of Patriotism which flashed in 1775 
— there would be Contributions, at this critical moment not 
only for the comforting of sick & naked prisoners but for 
the relief of all suffering Soldiers — for the support con- 
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servation & augmentation of the Army & we should enable 
Your General that great & good Man to drive out our In- 
vaders — but alas! that virtue now appears to have been a 
mere flash — every man has bought his Yoke of Oxen, has 
married a Wife & stays to prove them — often have you heard 
me ludicrously express my fears that my Countrymen in 
general would prove only good for the Quarter— not for the 
Course — the present time too well confirms the remark — 
from the best accounts, from all Accounts, & I have oppor- 
tunities of receiving the best, you lie at the Mercy of our 
Enemies, who may disposses & drive you, & in that Act 
animate our bosom — Enemies throw the States into con- 
sternation & shake our Independency — Yet alas ! although 
all see & acknowledge the danger is not in fancy only, yet 
time is toyed away — a Senate of 13 — Members, seldom above 
17 — against whose honesty & good meaning I make no 
exception — 

Wisdom is justified of her Children — 

I have in my own name called & called again upon the 
States to fill up their several Representations — the Gov- 
ernors & Presidents see & acknowledge the necessity — & 
there it ends — 

Men are engaged in private views — some are afraid of 
Expense & coarse fare and others of being exposed in high 
Characters & dangerous situations — & too many are labour- 
ing at all hazards to add field to field — 
the Villians of exalted Rank who have been plundering 
our Treasury & starving our Cause contribute all their force 
to keep us down & my jealousies that some of these are in 
contact with Sir William — grow strong. 

If there are patriots, Men who love Country more than 
pelf — let them step forth & cast their gifts or loans into the 
Treasury, some by money & some by services without Re- 
ward — others may, because they have ability, give both — I 
would wish to be in the first Class & subscribe to morrow 
five or Ten thousand pounds Sterling & if these were 
found insufficient all my Estate shall be given for saving the. 
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Public — & perhaps there will be found in this proposition 
much of prudent calculation — give part to save the remain- 
der — be that as it may, or put me into either Class I am 
chearf ully disposed to proceed provided I have any prospect 
of success, but at present I have none — proper subscriptions 
by, sure we may find on this contenent from New Hamp- 
shire to Georgia, 500 wealthy Meu — would raise near three 
Millions Sterling return your Paper into the Treasury & 
animate the Middle & lower Ranks of people to adven- 
ture Life & fortune - in proportion— I have sounded some 
breasts on this important subject — but all were cold, applaud 
the scheme — "if Men would do so it would certainly relieve 
us" — & there was all — can I then believe that Men are in 
earnest — yes I see they are in Earnest to plunder the Com- 
mon Stock — the very manner of our proceeding in the 
Issuing our Money — leads rapidly on to ruin — what com- 
plaints ha3 your General been making, for many Months 
past— without the least good effect— how have delinquents 
not only been skreened — but held up in triumph & can 
you prevail on me to remain longer among such people — 
JSTo — I will rather insist upon your abandoning them — 
but indeed, there, are sometimes my hopes, where you are — 
A species of Patriotism may at length spring forth from the 
Army & so far save this- Country as to drive out the 
Enemy & punish sluggish torpid friends— these Ideas have 
been long in my mind Imav have expressed them in some 
late uucopied Letter if they are worth your reflexion retain 
my meaning & destroy the paper record — 

I dont understand your meaning where you mention Du 
Plessis books, neither can James assist me, that Gentleman 
left no Books here — 

Baron Holzendorff is gone to So Carolina exceedingly 
chagrined by the treatment he met with here — poor Man, I 
almost wept when I learned by a mere accident that he had 
been obliged to sell ,his Silver hilted Sword & Epaulets, 
&c. to pay for his Lodging — I instantly put him a step 
above such necessity — & have given him Letters to Charles 
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Town which will secure him tolerable quarters there & a 
passage to his own Country — 
My Dear Son — I pray God 

protect you 

Henry Laurens 
L' Col° John Laurens 

Endorsed: H. L. to J. L— >, 

York Town 15 th March 1778. 

[10.] 

Head Quarters 1 st June 1778. 

My Dear Father 

My Heart overflows with gratitude for your 
kind letter of 29 th ult° — You grant me a privilege which I 
wished to have but dared not sollicit — I shall serve my 
couutry with greater satisfaction, and regarding you as the 
source of all my happiness, and the author of every laudable 
action of which I am capable, answer your friendship with 
increasing love — I have drawn no pay, and would wish 
never to draw any — making to my country a pure offering 
of disinterested services — 

The strong Linnen will be very acceptable to Berry, and 
I rejoice the more at the present you make him, as he con- 
ducts himself with great propriety in his station — I could 
not get a Taylor conveniently, but as small a quantity will 
serve him as almost any man — 

I have been so much engaged, in business preparatory to 
our move that I have not been able to get my dispatches for 
France, ready to go by this messenger — but I hope to be in 
time if I send them by the next. 

The method of sending Baron de Steuben's Commission 
was according to rule — I have -spoken to the General on 
Cap' Nichols's business — he consents to his going into Phil- 
adelphia on his parole for the purpose of negotiating his 
exchange — and I shall immediately give notice to the Com- 
missary of Prisoners to take the proper measures. 
General Weedon is not yet arrived — 
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Doctor Cochran understanding that some new arrange- 
ments are to take place in the hospital department — desires 
me to refer you to a letter which the General wrote in his 
favor some time ago, and to add whatever I know in his 
favor — he joined the army at a time when our affairs wore 
a very unfavorable aspect; — he is remarkably tender of his 
patients — if I have any doubts of him it is that like all the 
rest of his department, he may lose time by a convivial dis- 
position — 

The army has been under marching orders for three days 
past — despairing of being able to effect anything important 
by pursuing the enemy through Jersey our arrangements 
seem to be made for marching as expeditiously and conve- 
viently as possible to the N° River — Gen 1 . Maxwell with his 
continentals aided by the militia of the Country are to throw 
every obstacle in the way of the enemy's march, by break- 
ing up bridges, encumbering the Roads with fallen trees, 
&c — and to give them as much annoyance as possible on 
their flanks and rear — the last intelligence from below, is 
that upwards of one hundred vessels have fallen down below 
Chester — and were proceeding towards the capes — a Deserter 
who came out yesterday says that notwithstanding the 
greatest diligence is used in embarking baggage, &c — that 
it will be impossible for the evacuation to be effected in less 
than five or six days — not much dependence can be placed 
on his account — the fact is that they are indefatigable in pre- 
paring for this great move — my opinion is that as soon as 
they have crossed, a select body of two or three thousand 
men should march directly to intersect their line of march 
and give them every possible annoyance till the whole army 
sh d be brought up — the directions already given to throw 
impediments in the enemy's way will necessarily cause great 
delay in their march, besides that which will arise from the 
galling of their rear and flanks by Maxwell and the Militia — 
wo" give time for this chosen body to arrive and give more 
effectual annoyance, while our whole army would advance 
to support the whole — the Country is favorable to this kind 
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of combat — the loss of the enemy in killed, wounded, and 
deserters in repeated skirmishes would be considerable — 
and some opening may be given for such a stroke as w a ruin 
M r Clintons army — the want of teams, the number of sick — 
&c — &— are exceedingly against us and point out a more 
prudent conduct — all that I have written on this subject you 
will be so kind as to consider in the light of a private opin- 
ion delivered by a man of more zeal than judgement and 
expressed in the greatest haste — if my time w 4 permit I 
should be glad to unfold my ideas more, & to enter minute- 
ly into the matter — 

I hope to make an arrangement for paying you a short 
visit when the army moves — 

God preserve you my dearest friend and father. 

John Laurens. 

I must not omit mentioning to you 
that Gen 1 . Grant is said to be universally 
blamed in the british army, for the 
failure of the expedition against the 
Marquis — his extreme caution favoured 
our retreat. 

Endorsed: John Laurens 1" June. 

Rec'd. 2\ 

[11.] 

Head Quarters 29 th Sept r . 1778 
My Dear Father 

I have received your kind favor alluding to the 
verbal demonstration by which my friend Beresford was 
bamboozled — and was indulged with the perusal of your 
Letter to the General in which you treat the matter in its 
proper light. 

The Enemy's superiority by Water give them cruel 
advantages over us — 

Baylor's Regiment of Horse has been surprised b}' a 
strong Party of the Enemy that surrounded them by coming 
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up the North River — a number of Militia shared the same 
fate few escaped — the greatest part being taken Prisoners 
or killed — several were butcher'd in -cold Blood — the Enemy 
are now in force on tlie Jersey side, and make a shew of ad- 
vancing — General Lord Stirling is gone to take the Command 
of the two Brigades of Continental Troops and such Militia 
as shall collect to them — General "Winds has already em- 
bodied six hundred. 

The circumstances of the Enemy's collecting forage is 
equivocal, it may be either for Winter Quarters or Sea 
Shore. — 

The intelligence given by General Sullivan of the Enemy's 
being employed in building Barracks is against a move from 
thence — but I am inclined to think his Intelligence ill 
founded. — The Enemy may still meditate an Enterprize 
against Boston, which has been delayed till now by the sickly 
condition of Byron's Crews, and the injury which he suf- 
fcr'd from the storm— but I do not think it probable. 

This Letter would be inexcuseable if I had not been 
writing the whole day, and snatched now a Moment when 
the Postman calls — to scribble full speed, rather than be 
totally silent. 

I am my Dear fathers' 

Most Affectionate 

John Laurens 
His Excellency Henry Laurens 

President of Congress 

Endorsed: Copy of a letter from Col . John 
Laurens dated 29 th Sept* 1778 

[12.] 
Addressed: (Private) 

His Excellency 

Henry Laurens Esq r . 
Philadelphia 



Head Quarters 23 d Octob 1778 
Accept my thanks my dearest friend and father for your 
kind letters of the 9 th and 12' h and the money which ac- 
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eompanied them — I have taken the farther liberty to draw 
upon you for twelve hundred and twelve dollars — which 
from the various expence and ill-luck in which I have been 
involved, I was necessitated to do in order to avoid touch- 
ing my pay— 

I promice myself the pleasure of setting out for Phil- 
adelphia in three days — at farthest — The particulars of the 
enemys movements, and the Generals disposition in conse- 
quence will be transmitted to you in his official letter — how- 
ever improbable it is that the enemy may meditate any stroke 
against the French Squadron — and Boston at this late sea- 
son — after having given us so much time to prepare our- 
selves — and when their attention is so powerfully called 
another way — the General prudently determines to leave 
nothing to chance — all that I dread is the disadvantage 
of getting our troops late into Winter Quarters — 

I still continue to be of opinion that the british will 
be obliged to abandon a part of their possessions for the 
security of the rest — Gibraltar and the W. India Islands 
together with Halifax and Quebec require considerable re- 
inforcements — 1 cannot persuade myself that they will leave 
New York & Rhode Island feebly garrisoned or to the pro- 
tection of foreign Troops and new levies — 

The stroke on the Island of Dominica by the Marquis de 
bonille was not wanted to awaken their fears for the West 
Indies — and they have their dispositions to make not only 
in consequence of the measures taken to france — but with 
a view to what may be meditated by the other branch of 
bourbon — 

Conversing with you by letter will now yield to the greater 
happiness of personal embraces and the unrestrained over- 
flowings of my gratitude and love — 

'till we meet I commend my dear father to God's pro- 
tection and remain 

Your most affectionate and 
dutiful 

John Laurens — 

Endorsed: John Laurens 
23 Oct 1778 
Rec a . 27 th . 

[ To be continued in the next number of this magazine.'] 



